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DETAILED ACTION 

Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) because 
reference character "414" (see Fig. 7) has been used to designate both a moving highlight region 
and the "profiles" selection; also reference character "2700" (see Fig. 27) has been used to 
designate both the video or application display and the reminder overlay. Corrected drawing 
sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 . 121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of 
the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in 
the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If 
the changes are not accepted by the Examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any 
required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be 
held in abeyance. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(5) because they 
include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the description: 162 (see Fig. 9), 
402 (see Fig. 15), 2000 (see Fig. 21), 2800, 2895, 2820, 2840, 2860, 2880, 2890 (see Fig. 28), 
3300 (see Fig. 33), and 4130 (see Fig. 41). Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 
1 .121(d), or amendment to the specification to add the reference character(s) in the description in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(b) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
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abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of 
the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in 
the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If 
the changes are not accepted by the Examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any 
required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be 
held in abeyance. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: the paragraphs do 
not need to be numbered, in addition to, on page 52, line 9, "Fig. 160" should be —Fig. 16—; on 
page 53, line 14, reference character "1710" should be —2910—; on page 57, line 8, "features 
area 1500 (Fig. 15)" should be -features area 1550 (Fig. 16)-; on page 60, line 14, "FIGS. 36- 
44" should be -FIGS. 36-42-; on page 62, line 30, reference character "2710" should be -3710- 
-; on page 64, line 13, reference character "4050" should be —4040—; and on page 64, line 24, 
reference character "4020" should be -4070- 
Appropriate correction is required. 

The attempt to incorporate subject matter into this application by reference to several 
patent applications is improper because the references are not properly listed in the specification 
(see page 58, lines 16-17 and page 60, lines 5-6). 
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Claim Objections 

3. Claims 3, 20 and 37 are objected to because of the following informalities: the claims are 
identical to claims 2, 19, and 36 respectively, and should be either canceled or amended in order 
to distinguish them from the other claims. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. " Claims 1-7, 9-1 1, 16, 18-24, 26-28, 33, 35-41, 43-45 and 50 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Gagnon et al (USPN 6,522,342), cited by the Examiner. 

As to claim 1, note the Gagnon et al reference which discloses a method for providing 
inter-resource features in an interactive television program guide system. The claimed receiving 
with the interactive television program guide a first indication to perform an inter-resource 
feature for a first resource having a first type is met by the electronic program guide main menu 
page 140 as shown in Fig. 2A, and more specifically by the schedule sub-page as shown in Fig. 
14, where various resources or events may be displayed including television shows, software 
downloads, and other events. The resources may be displayed together or filtered (filter section 
356). The user may also make a selection to perform an inter-resource feature by selecting a 
button such as the review 362 or the history 364 buttons (see col. 19, lines 10-33). The claimed 
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providing with the interactive television program guide the inter-resource feature for the first 
resource is met by selecting the history button 364 or review button 362 for television programs 
as described above. The claimed receiving with the interactive television program guide a 
second indication to perform the inter-resource feature for a second resource of a second type, 
wherein the first and second types are different; and providing with the interactive television 
program guide the inter-resource feature for the second resource is met by selecting the history 
button 364 or review button 362 for software downloads as described above, moreover, the 
history selection may display past software downloads and television programs together (see col. 
19, lines 3 1-33). 

As to claim 2, the claimed receiving the first indication comprises receiving the first 
indication from a supported application; and receiving the second indication comprises receiving 
the second indication from a supported application is met by the application software executed 
by the PC (see col. 9, lines 39-44 and col. 25, lines 28-37). 

As to claim 3, the claim language is the identical to the claim language of claim 2, and is 
therefore rejected on the same grounds as claim 2 above. 

As to claim 4, the claimed receiving the first indication comprises receiving the first 
indication from a user input device; and receiving the second indication comprises receiving the 
second indication from a user input device is met by a keyboard or mouse that may manipulate a 
simulated remote control to navigate through the pages of the Graphical User Interface (GUI, see 
col. 24, line 45 - col. 25, line 46). 

. As to claim 5, the claimed inter-resource feature is an inter resource back feature is met 
by the "Back" button as shown in Fig. 21 (see col. 25, lines 16-27). The claimed receiving the 
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first indication comprises receiving an indication to go back to the first resource is met by the 
section cited above in the Gagnon et al reference. The claimed receiving the second indication 
comprises receiving an indication to go back to the second resource; providing the inter-resource 
feature for the first resource comprises providing the first resource in response to the first 
indication; and providing the inter-resource feature for the second resource comprises providing 
the second resource in response to the second indication is met in-part by the Gagnon et al 
reference as previously described above, although the reference does not give explicit detail as to 
the functionality of the "Back" function as related to the claimed "second indication", it is well 
known to those of ordinary skill in the art that a "Back" function would perform in the manner 
indicated in the language of the claim. 

As to claim 6, the claimed receiving with the interactive television program guide an 
indication to go forward to the first resource; and providing with the interactive television 
program guide the first resource in response to the indication to go forward to the first resource is 
met by the "forward" function as shown in Fig. 21 (see col. 25, lines 16-27). 

As to claim 7, the claimed inter-resource feature is an inter resource history feature is met 
by History button 364 as shown in Fig. 14. The claimed receiving the first indication comprises 
receiving an indication to access the inter-resource history feature; receiving the second 
indication comprises receiving an indication to access the inter-resource history feature; 
providing the inter-resource feature for the first resource comprises providing a history list of a 
plurality of resources that includes the first resource; and providing the inter-resource feature for 
the second resource comprises providing a history list of a plurality of resources that includes the 
second resource is met by col. 19, lines 31-45 and by the rejection in claim 1 as described above. 
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As to claim 9, the claimed inter-resource feature is an inter-resource reminder feature is 
met by the schedule function link 160 as shown in Fig. 14, which serves as a reminder list for 
current and upcoming events that are scheduled for various resources such as television shows, 
pay-per-view (PPV) events, software downloads, etc. (see col. 19, lines 10-33). The claimed 
receiving the first indication comprises receiving an indication to schedule a reminder for the 
first resource, and providing the inter-resource feature for the first resource comprises providing 
a first reminder for the first resource is met by selecting a download button 268 for a particular 
software title, where they are presented with a set of choices for available to download date/times 
for that title, the download may be scheduled and a reminder of the scheduled download is listed 
as shown in the current and upcoming events display in Fig. 14 as described above, see for 
example the software download image listed for Thursday 12/18 at 1 1 PM, as well as the list of 
upcoming events in the column on the right of the screen (col. 16, lines 42-55), The claimed 
receiving the second indication comprises receiving an indication to schedule a reminder for the 
second resource, and providing the inter-resource feature for the second resource comprises 
providing a second reminder for the second resource is met in a similar manner as the software 
download as described above, where other events, including software downloads, PPV events, 
television shows, etc. may be scheduled and listed as reminders to the user as shown in Fig. 14 
and as described above. 

As to claim 10, the claimed method defined in claim 9, wherein the first reminder for the 
first resource and the second reminder for the second resource are provided in a combined 
reminder list is met as described above in claim 9 and as shown in Fig. 14, where multiple 
reminders of current and upcoming events may be shown and listed in the GUI display. 
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As to claim 1 1, the claimed method defined in claim 9, wherein providing the first 
reminder for the first resource comprises providing features in the first reminder based on the 
first type; and providing the second reminder for the second resource comprises providing 
features in the second reminder based on the second type is met by providing features in each 
reminder based on the type of resource as shown in Fig. 14 and as described above in claim 9, 
where a resource such as a software download is represented by a computer icon or image in the 
listing, a timer event/resource is represented by a clock image, and a PPV event/resource is 
represented by a film strip image. 

As to claim 16, the claimed receiving an indication to provide an extras display; 
providing the extras display in response to the indication, wherein the extras display includes one 
or more inter-resource features; receiving an indication for an inter-resource feature of the one or 
more inter-resource features; and providing the indicated inter-resource feature of the one or 
more inter-resource features is met by the various remote control on screen displays as shown in 
Fig. 21 for example and as described above in claim 1, which includes one or more inter- 
resource features such as "BACK" and "FORWARD" buttons. 

. As to claims 18-24, 26-28 and 33, the claims are rejected based on similar grounds as the 
rejection of claims 1-7, 9-1 1 and 16, respectively. 

As to claims 35-41, 43-45 and 50 the claims are rejected based on similar grounds as the 
rejection of claims 1-7, 9-1 1 and 16, respectively. 

Claim Rejections - 35 VSC § 103 
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6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. ' Claims 8, 12-13, 25, 27-28, 42 and 44-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gagnon et al. 

As to claim 8, the claimed receiving an indication of a particular resource of the history 
list is met by selecting the history button 364 as shown in Fig. 14, which allows the user to 
review past software downloads and television programs that have been selected or viewed (see 
col. 19, lines 31-33). The Gagnon et al reference does not explicitly disclose the claimed, 
"providing the resource in response to the indication." However, the Examiner takes Official 
Notice that it is notoriously well known in the art of interactive video distribution and computer 
networks to provide a resource in response to a selection made from a history list for the 
advantage of allowing a user to re-access a web-site, television program, software download, or 
other resource that the user had previously selected in the past. Therefore, it is submitted that it 
would have been clearly obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
provide the resource in response to the indication for the advantage given above. 

As to claim 12, the claimed inter-resource feature is an inter-resource favorites feature is 
met in part by a user's selected favorite channels or a "favorites" list (see Figs. 2B, 12 and col. 
23, line 52 - col. 24, line 7). The claimed receiving the first indication comprises receiving an 
indication to make the first resource a favorite resource; receiving the second indication 
comprises receiving an indication to make the second resource a favorite resource; providing the 
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inter-resource feature for the first resource comprises including the first resource in a favorites 
list; and providing the inter-resource feature for the second resource comprises including the 
second resource in the favorites list is met in part by Gag no n as described above. The Gagnon et 
al reference does not explicitly disclose making resources other than television channels a 
favorite resource, as related to the claimed "second resource". However, the Examiner takes 
Official Notice that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to have provided the capability of making a second or different type of resource a 
favorite resource as well, and including the second resource in the favorites list for the advantage 
• of allowing a user to keep track of additional favorite resources other than just television 
channels or programs, and consolidating the favorites list of different types of resources into a 
single combined list in order to provide a single list for convenience to a user. 

As to claim 13, the claimed method defined in claim 12, further comprising providing the 
first resource in response to an indication to provide the first resource is met by col. 23, line 52 - 
col. 24, line 7 of the Gagnon reference as described above. 

As to claims 25 and 27-28, the claims are rejected based on similar grounds as the 
rejection of claims 8 and 12-13, respectively. 

As to claims 42 and 44-45, the claims are rejected based on similar grounds as the 
rejection of claims 8 and 12-13, respectively. 

8. Claims 14-15, 17, 31-32, 34, 48-49 and 51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gagnon et al, in view of Youman et al (USPN 5,629,733), cited by the 
Applicants. 
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As to claims 14 and 15, the Gagnon et al reference discloses an inter-resource feature as 
described above. Gagnon does not explicitly disclose an inter-resource parental control 
feature. . .as claimed. However, the Youman et al reference teaches an electronic television 
program guide schedule system and method for use with different resources that further teaches 
the use of a parental control feature (see Figs. 7, 30, 39-40B, and 41). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have combined the 
method of proving inter-resource features in an interactive television program guide as disclosed 
in the Gagnon et al reference with the additional teachings of parental control features as taught 
by the Youman et al reference for the advantage of providing limited or restricted access to 
objectionable content as determined by other individuals such as parents, guardians or other 
adults. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been led to make such a modification since 
parental control features, including v-chip technology, is well known in the art of interactive 
video distribution systems, and more specifically interactive television program guide 
technology, in order to provide parents better control over the content and material that their 
children may be viewing by providing additional filtering or blocking of unwanted content. 

As to claim 17, the claimed receiving an indication to search resources ; receiving an 
indication of one or more target resources; receiving user search criteria; searching the one or 
more target resources according to the search criteria; and providing the results of the search is 
not explicitly disclosed by the Gagnon et al reference. However, the Youman et al reference 
teaches an electronic television program guide schedule system and method for use with 
different resources that further teaches the use of a search resources functionality as shown in 
Figs. 38D, 38E and 38F. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
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at the time of the invention to have combined the method of proving inter-resource features in an 
interactive television program guide as disclosed in the Gagnon et al reference with the 
additional teachings of a search feature as taught by the Youman et al reference for the advantage 
of providing a user with the option of searching according to user specified criteria and providing 
the user with the results of the search. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been led to 
make such a modification since receiving user search criteria is well known in the art of 
interactive video distribution systems, and more specifically interactive television program guide 
technology, in order to provide users with the additional benefits of using their own search 
criteria to find specific resources. 

As to claims 31-32 and 34, the claims are rejected based on similar grounds as the 
rejection of claims 14-15 and 17, respectively. 

As to claims 48-49 and 51, the claims are rejected based on similar grounds as the 
rejection of claims 14-15 and 17, respectively. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Alexander et al (USPN 6,177,931 Bl) - Discloses systems and methods for displaying 
and recording control interface with television programs, video, advertising 
information and program scheduling information. 

Anderson et al (USPN 6,219,042 Bl) - Discloses a terminal with a television mode and 
an Internet mode. 
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Finseth et al (US 2005/0028207 Al) - Discloses a method and apparatus for sharing 
viewing preferences. 

Finseth et al (US 2004/0158857 A) - Discloses an electronic television program guide. 
Hendricks et al (USPN 6,5 1 5,680 B 1) - Discloses a set top terminal for television 

delivery system with interactive program guide displays. 
Macrae et al (US 2003/0208756 Al) - Discloses a method and system using an EPG. 
Ward et al (US 2005/0010949 Al) - Discloses a system and method involving EPG 

information. 

Ward, III et al (USPN 6,756,997 Bl) - Discloses systems and methods for displaying and 
recording control interface with television programs, video, advertising 
information and program scheduling information. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Michael W. Hoye whose telephone number is (703) 305-6954 
until March 2, 2005, or (571) 272-7346 after March 2, 2005. The Examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday to Friday from 8:30 AM to 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller, can be reached at (703) 305-4795 until March 2, 2005 or (571) 272-7353 
after March 2, 2005. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Please address mail to be delivered by the United States Postal Service (USPS) as 
follows: 
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Mail Stop 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Effective January 14, 2005, except correspondence for Maintenance Fee payments, 
Deposit Account Replenishments (see 1.25(c)(4)), and Licensing and Review (see 37 CFR 5.1(c) 
and 5.2(c)), please address correspondence to be delivered by other delivery services (Federal 
Express (Fed Ex), UPS, DHL, Laser, Action, Purolater, etc.) as follows: 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

Some correspondence may be submitted electronically. See the Office's Internet Web site 
http://www.uspto.gov for additional information. 

Or faxed to: (703) 872-9306 



Hand-delivered responses should be brought to: 

Crystal Park 2 

2121 Crystal Drive, Arlington, VA 
Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Or after March 2, 2005 

Knox Building 
501 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 

should be directed to customer service whose telephone number is (571) 272-2600. 
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Michael W. Hoye 
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